JANUARY 4, 2023
REGULAR MEETING

The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was called to
order on Wednesday, January 4, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Atwater City Hall by Mayor Mark
Olson. Council members present were Brian Carlson, Shane Hagstrom, and Anthony Holtz. Deb
Mickle was absent. Visitors at the meeting were Dale Tagtow, Jeff and Joy Anderson, Jan
Johnson, Doug Hanson, Kevin Kelbing, and Spencer Johnson from Bolton and Menk.

Representing the city departments was Chief Ross Johnson, Fire Chief Chad Busskohl,
and Jason Johnson of the maintenance department.

The oath of office was administered by the City Clerk to Mayor Mark Olson, and
Councilpersons Brian Carlson and Anthony Holtz.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR ADDITIONS TO 2023 STREET PROJECT

At 7:05 Mayor Olson called the Public Hearing to order. Spencer Johnson explained this
is the amended version presentation only. The new area included is Lincoln Street, Idaho
Avenue. Total reconstruction is schedule for those two areas. Sanitary sewer and water main on
Lincoln, and storm sewer only on Idaho. Lincoln $1.142 million costs and Idaho at $434,797
costs. Thus changing the grand total of the entire project to $8.432 million. There will be an
open house in March of 2023 for the public to review the plans and make and comments.
Construction would begin in July of 2023 and proposed finished date of June of 2025.

Natham Remmel lives north of Hwy 12 was wondering if they were going to do in front
of his house. Dale Tagtow questioned what the current widths of the street are now, Spencer
explained they are being widened. Jeff and Joy Anderson asked if they don’t want to hook up to
the water and sewer, would they still get an assessment. Spencer said that can be looked at when
reviewing the design plans. How we are paying for the project is Minnesota Public Facilities
Authority low interest rates loan or possibly grants. Tagtow asked why tear out the curb and
gutter? Spencer explained that piecemealing the curb and gutter doesn’t provide drain on back
of curb, and the road won’t last as long.

There being no more comments Mayor Olson closed the public hearing at 7:27.
REGULAR MEETING

Doug Hanson is on 8™ Street and Minnesota, he has a foot and half before it gets to the
drain (by the tree next to the racecar trailer) after the patch job in 2010. This happens in the
spring. Spencer will look at it this spring, maybe a yard drain should be installed. The State of

Minnesota hasn’t passed the infrastructure bill yet.

Resolution 2023-08 Preparing plans for the additional street project was motioned by
Carlson and second by Holtz with everyone voting in favor. Motion carried.

The minutes of the regular meeting of December 5, 2022, was motioned for approval by
Carlson second by Holtz. Motion carried unanimously.
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ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS AND DESIGNATIONS

Appointments of commissioners and directors and Resolutions 2023-01 through 2023-07 was
motioned by Carlson and second by Hagstrom. Motion carried with everyone voting in favor.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Officer Ross Johnson reviewed the November and December 2022 Police Report. He
proposes hiring 2 more officers, Noah Maschino to the department from the Willmar Police
Department. Motion made to hire Maschino was made by Carlson and second by Holtz. Motion
carried with everyone voting in favor. Johnson would like to find someone for a school resource
officer.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Chief Chad Busskohl told the council he was reelected the Fire Chief. Mike Smith is
the Assistant Chief and Brian Carlson is still charge of the Ambulance. He is working on having
the whole department CPR trained. Brian Carlson explained the Minnesota State inspection on
the Ambulance will be January 12%.

MAINTENANCE/PARKS DEPARTMENT

Jason Johnson thanked everyone for helping with the snow removal for the past couple of
weeks while he was shorthanded. The Case backhoe had a simple fix to do and the road grader
is at Hennes getting repaired. Talking to Grove City to see about using their blower and truck to
remove snow. Two applicants were interview for the job opening. Dan Zeaska and Troy
Hockenson, the topic was tabled for a couple of minutes.

PARKS
Hagstrom parks are closed right now and the skating rink is a long gone wish.
CLERKS DEPARTMENT

Clerk Smith read the intent of retirement for Laurie Torkelson on March 31, 2023. The
position will be posted. We did have to file a claim, Henkelman backed into a pickup truck
while turning around with the plow. The claim is for $2800. Dance permit for a family reunion
at the Community Center for January 14" with no alcohol. Motion to approve the permit was
Holtz and seconded by Hagstrom. Motion carried. Next was a letter from Tom Odens of the
Kanidyohi County Auditors office for notice of tax forfeited land (Mazo property). The city has
an option to purchase it for public use. The council was interested in the property. Smith will
talk to Oden to find out the next steps.

Smith passed out the Report of Outstanding Indebtedness (most are PFA projects)

totaling $2,046,778. There were 62 W-2’s filed. The board of Review will be on April 6™ at
6:30 pm. Council asked to have the meeting at the City Hall instead of the Community Center.
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Agendas will be ready on Friday Mornings.
EMPLOYEE WAGES FOR 2023

Hagstrom reviewed the wage scale he prepared. Discussion among the council was that
there needs to be major overhaul of the scale and Hagstrom is to bring it back to the February
meeting.

NEW HIRE MAINT DEPT

Council decided to offer Dan Zeaska $45,760 or $22.00 an hour starting as soon as
possible. Motion was made by Hagstrom and second by Holtz. Motion carried with everyone
voting in favor.

2022 AUDIT WITH WESTBERG/EICHENS

Hagstrom made the motion to approve the 2022 with Westberg and Eichens Accounting
firm for $15,100. The motion was seconded by Carlson an passed with everyone voting in favor.

APPROVAL OF BILLS

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the
Finance Committee; it was moved by Carlson and second by Hagstrom. Motion carried
authorizing the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: January 10th, 2023 (Checks
numbers 31519-31531 for $ 17,437.69. Mid-month bills paid on January 23, 2023, were check
numbers 31531 through 31554 for $110,886.90.

A motion was made to adjourn by Carlson and second by Holtz at 9:04 p.m.

Goldie Smith
City Clerk/Treasurer
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