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The only regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Atwater City Council was scheduled 

for May 4th the meeting was called to order at 6:33 p.m. at Atwater City Hall by Mayor Mark 

Olson.  Council members present were Brian Carlson, Bruce Anderson, Shane Hagstrom and 

Anthony Holtz.  Visitors at the meeting were Ceceilia Kurtz, Chelsea Snodgrass, Rchel Kujawa, 

Brittney Fuchs, Samantha Schultz, Rita Mahn, and Dale Tagtow area residents.  

 

Representing the city departments were Police Chief Ross Johnson, Fire Chief Brian 

Carlson.  The minutes of March 2, 2026, and special meeting held April 9th (Board of review) 

were motioned for approval by Brian Carlson and seconded by Bruce Anderson.  The motion 

was approved unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR WASTEWATER SYSTEM FOR PFA FUNDING ON EAST 

ROAD 

 

The public hearing began at 6:33 with Spencer Johnson explaining the project area of 

East Road, Washington, Idaho, Wyoming, Dakota Atlantic Ave East, Main Street North 

beginning north of _____, and Fifth and Sixth Street South of Montana and Texas Lane.  Total 

costs would be $11,823,500 with assessments totaling $1,190,000.  Cost would be spread 

between clean water and drinking water Revolving Fund with the city responsible for 

$1,726,200.  No public comment was given.  The public hearing was closed at 6:46. 

 

SUMMER REC PARENT CONCERNED ABOUT CONFLICT OF SCHEDULE WITH 

TRAVELING TEAM 

 

The parents were concerned it would divide the team and have already heard taunting 

from the traveling team players that the others aren’t good enough.  They understood in the past 

they wouldn’t have been able to do both SR and travel team.  They understood that the traveling 

team was hand picked and no tryouts were held.  Hagstrom felt that SR games should be the 

priority.  The group of ladies asked that they reverse the council’s decision from last month.  

Council decided that everyone needs to prioritize SR programs and games, if they don’t show up, 

they are no longer involved in SR programs.  They will revisit this after the next council meeting 

when SR has been going for a week. Hagstrom said later that there will be attendance taken this 

year.  

 

DALE TAGTOW – REPRESENTING ATWATER AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

 Tagtow has come before the council to ask what council wants from the Historical 

Society for a display for 150th Anniversary of Atwater.  Brian Carlson offered to let them use the 

display tv from the fire department. Tiffany Hintz, Shane Hagstrom and Mark Olson will help 

with digitizing and making it a slide show.   

 

CECILIA KURTZ– LETTER OF CONCERNS 

 

 Kurtz read the letter she had written regarding several concerns varying from Open gym 

at the school (city has no control over) to she missed the quarterly newsletter in April, when the 

streets were going to be swept (last fall), loss of bumblebees in her neighborhood, and would like 
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to see city wide cleanup day again lastly she asked if the city uses treated water and how much it 

uses.  Her cement on her driveway at the bottom is crumbling and cracks are growing in the 

driveway. 

 

SPENCER JOHNSON – BOLTON AND MENK 

 

 Johnson asked the council to reaffirm the East Road project with a motion.  Motion was 

made by Shane Hagstrom to reaffirm our commitment for our previous action for East Road and 

other areas and second was made by Anthony Holtz.  Motion carried with everyone in favor.  

 

 Johnson then explained that all nine services need to be replaced, and we have received 

the owners’ letters back.  The next step is to get quotes for the services.  Then then asked the 

council to consider pay estimate #13 to Eagle construction for $53,200. Motin to pay the 

estimate was made by Brian Carlson and second by Anthony Hotlz. Motion carried with 

everyone voting in favor.  The building should be open in February of 2027.  

 

 Pay application #15 to C & L Excavation for $9,372.91 for the North Side Project.  

Motion to pay the bill was made by Anthony Hotlz and second by Brian Carlson.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

POLICE REPORT 

 

 Chief Johnson had an idea to move the speed sign from the golf course road to North on 

Hiway 2 due to residents’ complaints about the speeds of trucks entering from that end.  He 

asked if anyone had questions regarding the April 2026 Emergency services report.  No one had 

questions.   

 

FIRE/AMBULANCE REPORT 

 

 Chief Brian Carlson proposed hiring Joe Evenson to the Atwater Fire Department.  This 

would make the fire department total 28.  Motion to hire Evenson was made by Shane Hagstrom 

and second by Bruce Anderson. Motion carried.  He then went on to explain there is a new 

Pierce pumper truck available from Sourcewell with addons for $511,000, it would replace the 

#4150 the 1985 Ford.  Pumper #4151 the 2006 International would be rotated equally with 4150. 

A change for firefighting training will be besides FF1 and FF2 they also need to be EMR trained 

to help respond to ambulance calls.  He then asked if the ambulance should be on standby for the 

street dance.  Two people will be on call that week.   

 

MAINTENANCE REPORT – MARK OLSON 

 

 Olson asked if the council would please consider repairing the curb stop on Ramsey by 

the apartments.  Bruce Anderson made the motion to hire Steve Whitcomb to replace the curb 

stop (estimate from Mark is $3,000) and Shane Hagstrom second the motion.  Motion was 

unanimous.   
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CLERKS REPORT 

 

 The supervisor’s meeting went really well and helped answer questions before the 

council meeting.  The check list for April was on the council table.  

 

ATWATER TOBACCO – TOBACCO LICENSES & LICENSE TO SELL THC DRINKS 

AND GUMMIES 

  

 Abdullah Lami will be opening Atwater Tobacco at 107 Pleasant Ave East and needs 

licenses to open.  A motion to approve the Tabacco retail license was made by Brian Carlson and 

was seconded by Bruce Anderson.  Another motion was made by Brian Carlson to sell THC 

drinks and Gummies when he gets approval from the State of Minnesota office of Cannabis 

Management.  The second was made by Bruce Anderson.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 

CONGREGATE DINING AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER  

 

 Atwater Help for Seniors is asking the city to replace the stove in the senior dining area.   

Shane spoke to them and explained that the city would cover a standard stove at $750 but they 

wanted a $1270 stove.  Motion was made by Brian Carlson to purchase the double stove at 

$1270 and AAHS will have to cover the difference.  Motioned second by Bruce Anderson.  

Motion carried.  

 

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY 

 

 Hagstrom called Jeffs Auto Wrecking and Salvage and he will provide a 30-yard 

dumpster for garbage for the clean up on May 30th, from 8 am to 11 am for $550 at the Wellness 

Center and at no charge bring a dumpster for metal.  Must show proof of Atwater residency.  

Motion was made by Bruce Anderson and second by Anthony Holtz to hold the clean up with 

Jeffs.   

 

MINNESOTA FLAG 

 

 Anderson brought up the question “do the citizens of Atwater want us to fly the new 

Minnesota flag?”  He then made the motion to do a survey.  After a long silence Anthony Holtz 

second the motion.  Vote went as follows: yeas were Anderson and Holtz against were Carlson 

and Hagstrom.  Mayor Olson broke the vote by voting in favor of a survey.  Motion passed. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 

The following verified accounts were presented for payment, upon approval of the 

Finance Committee; it was moved by Brian Carlson and second by Bruce Anderson authorizing 

the Clerk/Treasurer to make such disbursements: May 5, 2026  with Checks numbers 33943 to 

check number 33975 for $ 174,927.65 and Mid-month bills paid on May___, 2026, were check 

numbers 339___ through 334__ for $ ___,_____.__ all approved by the finance committee.   
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A motion was made to adjourn by Brian Carlson and second by Bruce Anderson 8:52 p.m.  

 

 

 

        ____________________ 

        Goldie Smith 

        City Clerk/Treasurer 


